however, was fourteen years old. If his classmates were in the fifth school year, and it is assumed that he entered school at the normal age of six, he was then in his eighth school year. He had thus irretrievably lost three years in eight, more than one-third of his school life. He was seventeen when, in 1899, he had completed the work of the secondary school, having taken eleven years to accomplish the work of eight. If we measure intellectual development in terms of the school progress of the average child, as appears to be justifiable, Charles Gilman at seventeen years of age manifested a retardation that amounted to an actual loss at the end of his school career of three years in eleven.
As a matter of fact, Charles actually began his school career before he was six years of age. He was, moreover, endowed by nature with somewhat more than average mental ability, as will presently be shown. The public funds, the time and labor of the administrators of education, had been expended in his case with a return about one-third less than wo have a right to expect from the results of school instruction. My report will show that the retardation in school work and the relative ineffectiveness of the school system in the case of this boy were due to causes that could havo been removed early in his school life. It A letter written to me about this time was well phrased, contained no mistakes in spelling, and the handwriting was good.
In January of this year, he died of the malady from which he suffered during the last six years of his life.
I think it well to consider a few points that present themselves in the study of 
